"It's Hurricane Season!  Are You Prepared?  

Do Your Shelters Know How To Communicate with Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons? 

If You Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing, Do You Know How to Communicate with Your Shelters?

Here is a list of hurricane preparedness items you should have ready in the event of hurricane and evacuation.

Water -- at least one gallon daily per person for 3 to 7 days.

Food -- at least enough food for 3 to 7 days.
• Non-perishable packaged or canned food/juices
• Foods for infants or the elderly
• Snack foods
• Non-electric can opener
• Cooking tools/fuel
• Paper plates/plastic utensils
• Cooler for ice storage

Blankets/Pillows, Etc.

Clothing – seasonal/rain gear/sturdy shoes

First Aid Kit/Medicines/Prescription Drugs
• Ask your physician to write an extra prescription so you can have an extra supply of medications

Special Items – for babies and the elderly
• Hearing aids and hearing aid batteries (extra set if you have) and store in zip lock bags to keep moisture out.
• Toys, books & games

Toiletries/Hygiene items/moisture wipes

Flashlights/Batteries
• Keep batteries in waterproof bags or containers.

Radio – battery operated and NOAA weather radio

Telephones – fully charged cell phone with extra battery and a traditional (not cordless) telephone set. For pager/cell phone users, subscribe to your local news weather & add weather alert bulletin to your pager/cell phone.

Cash (with some small bills) and Credit Cards – banks and ATMs may not be available for extended periods.

Extra Keys

Important Documents – in a waterproof container or watertight resealable plastic bag – insurance, medical records, bank account numbers, passports, social security card, etc.

Tools - keep a set with you during the storm.

Vehicle fuel tanks filled

Pet care items
• Proper identification/immunization records/medications
• Ample supply of food and water
• A carrier or cage
• Muzzle and leash

In a major disaster, emergency workers may not be able to reach everyone right away, and in some cases it may take 3 or more days for help to arrive. What would you do if you had no electricity, no gas, no water and no telephone service? Having a plan for your family and their needs will help ensure their safety and comfort during these difficult times. 

To personalize your family plan checklist: log in at http://www.floridadisaster.org and the website will create a personalized Family Disaster Plan that you can print out and save for future emergencies. Included in your plan will be:

Recommended amounts of food and water based on your family information.
Contact information for your local emergency responders and maps of your local Evacuation Zones
Checklists of important steps to take before, during, and after a disaster!
Remember, the best way to make your family and home safer is to be prepared before a disaster happens.

Creating your plan is easy and only takes about 10-15 minutes.
 

If you are deaf or hard-of-hearing, under the ADA you have the right to expect certain reasonable accommodations to be taken on your behalf in Florida's emergency shelter.  Click on the link to read a recent directive that went out to all Emergency Management Directors in Florida's 67 counties.  Don't assume all these measures are in place...check with your county Emergency Management Director to be sure!
